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World Meeting of Families Prayer

God and Father of us all,
in Jesus, your Son and our Savior,

you have made us your sons and daughters
in the family of the Church.

May your grace and love help our families
in every part of the world

be united to one another in fidelity to the Gospel.

may the example of the Holy Family, with the aid of your Holy Spirit,
guide all families, especially those most troubled,

to be homes of communion and prayer
and to always seek your truth and live in your love.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, pray for us!





Entrance  Sing We of the Blessed Mother Pleading Savior

Sign of the Cross, Greeting, and Introduction

Collect

Reading                                      Acts 1: 12 - 14
All these devoted themselves with one accord to prayer together with Mary, the mother of Jesus.



Acclamation Before the Gospel                                       

Responsorial Psalm     Luke 1: 46-48, 49-50,53-54            Leo Nestor

Blessed are you, holy Virgin Mary, deserving of all praise;
from you rose the sun of justice, Christ the Lord.

Gospel Reading                          John 19: 25 - 27
Woman, behold your son. Behold your mother.

Homily           Reverend Gerald Dennis Gill

Collection       
This collection is for the financial support of the May Procession.

       Sound the Bell of Holy Freedom      Normand Gouin
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Holy Rosary       The Glorious Mysteries          Mr. John H. Gallagher, Sr.

     First Mystery: The Resurrection of Jesus Christ

     Second Mystery: The Ascension of Jesus to Heaven

     Third Mystery: The Descent of the Holy Spirit

     Fourth Mystery: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven

     Fifth Mystery: The Crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth

     Repeat after the Cantor and then following each mystery.            Richard Gibala
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     Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope!
 To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to thee do we send up our sighs,
 Mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.
 Turn, then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us,
 And after this, our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
 O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary!

      Salve Regina



 O Sanctissima  O Du Frohliche

 Immaculate Mary  Lourdes Hymn

O SanctiSSima/O mOSt HOly One/mary, Full OF Grace
O DU FRÖHLICHE
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Procession with the Blessed Virgin Mary



Crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary

     Prayer of Crowning

     Crowning Hymn        On This Day O Beautiful Mother         Beautiful MotherON THIS DAY, O BEAUTIFUL MOTHER
BEAUTIFUL MOTHER

Text: Anon; music: Louis Lambillotte, 1796–1855.
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Recessional Hail Holy Queen Salve Regina Coelitum

The May Families and the Court of the May Families
     Introduction         Dr. Marianne Ritchie Gordon

Greeting, Blessing and Dismissal

This year’s May Procession remembers fondly in our prayers:
Reverend Monsignor James J. Howard, Rector-Emeritus of the Cathedral

Mrs. Roseanita S. Coffey



Essay One     “Why My Family Calls Upon Mary”  Amy C. Small
     My family calls upon Mary because, simply put, Mary is the closest way to Jesus’ Heart.  I’ve often heard it 
said that the mother is the glue that holds her family together.  Mary is the glue that binds us to her Son Jesus.  
So, it only makes sense, then, for us to call upon Mary to draw us nearer to Jesus.  She is the epitome of a loving 
servant who is joyfully obedient.  
     I learned all of this through the words and example of my own Mom who herself emulated our Lady.  
Through prayer and daily devotion to our Mother Mary, my Mom provided me with a spiritually rich 
childhood upbringing.  From a young age, my Mom taught me to revere Mary.  She even constructed a larger-
than-life sized replica of the Miraculous Medal for me to proudly display at my “All Saints’ Day Pageant” when 
I (as a second grader) dressed up as my patron saint, Catherine Laboure…
 “O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee…”
Later in my childhood and adolescence, Mom encouraged me to take The Perpetual Novena in Honor of 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal seriously.  When I went away to college, Mom gave me her own copy of 
the prayer booklet which she had held onto since her youth.  The worn pages and curled up corners of the 
booklet indicated to me just how fervent Mom had been in using the prayers in that little booklet to seek 
Mary’s intercession over the years.  
     Mom also taught me how to pray the Rosary.  In fact, the tables turned when, on her deathbed, during an 
agonizing 8 weeks of intense suffering, I’d come in to visit and lead her in praying the Rosary to call upon 
Mary’s aid and seek “the grace of a happy death” for my dear Mom.  My Mom, who was on a ventilator for 
the last 8 weeks of her earthly life due to pneumonia, was often too weak to speak and even unable to speak 
without the assistance of a speaking device following a tracheotomy.  So, I served as her voice.  I prayed the 
Rosary for her, knowing that that’s what she would want.  I remember being startled during one of my many 
hospital visits with her when she began reciting the Rosary along with me!  Her voice was breathless, weak and 
barely audible, but she had been given the grace to struggle through it, and I loved her for her determination 
to make one last devotion to our Mother Mary.
     My Mom was a wonderfully-talented violinist who played in our parish choir.  The chords she struck on 
that instrument, especially while playing pieces like the Ave Maria, still resonate with me.  When complete 
paralysis set in for her during the final 10 years of her life after a then 17-year battle with Multiple Sclerosis, 
she may have been stripped of the ability to play for Our Lady and Her Son.  However, Mom did not let 
that strip her spirit.  It was during that last decade of Mom’s earthly life that all 4 of my beautiful children 
were born.  Even though she couldn’t physically embrace and hold them in the way she so wanted, Mom 
nonetheless left an indelible spiritual mark on each of them…
     One summer day in August 2012, my oldest son (who was 9 years old at the time and quite the thinker!), 
after having spent the afternoon visiting with my Mom, turned to me and said, “How does she do it?  How 
does Grandmom keep a smile on her face all the time (with all the things that are wrong with her)?”  My son 
was remembering all those things that plagued my Mom’s body including MS-related paralysis, 3 year-old 
bed sores, uterine cancer, and brain tumors that subjected her to random seizures.  I simply attributed her 
strength, resolve and even joy amidst strife to the product of a life devoted to Mary and her Son Jesus.    
     On March 25th of this year, I consecrated myself to our Blessed Mother Mary after completing the self-
retreat subsequent to reading the book 33 Days to Morning Glory by Michael Gaitley.  Now, it’s my turn to 
spread my devotion to Our Lady to my 4 children, a job made easier by the example my Mom set and the 
legacy she left behind.
     Mom will be remembered always as my beautiful earthly Mother, the Grandmother who spoiled her 
grandchildren with spiritual gifts (not material ones), the Teacher who first introduced me to my Heavenly 
Mother Mary and the one, who like Mary, was a joyfully obedient and loving servant.  
     I am honored to continue the job she started…



The May Families and the Court of the May Families
May Families
                 Amy Small - St. Madeline’s, Ridley Park, PA
                 Patricia Cunningham - St. Andrew’s, Newtown, PA

Court of Families
   -  Olivia de Silva - St. Andrew School, Newtown, PA
   -  Victoria Grimmer - St. Teresa of Avila, Trooper, PA
   -  Bridget Haselbarth - Our Lady of Lourdes, Philadelphia, PA
   -  Anna Muller - Holy Innocents ACES, Philadelphia, PA
   -  Frances Shutack - St. John Neumann, Bryn Mawr, PA
   -  Florence Sturm -  St. Katharine of Siena, Wayne, PA
   -  Barbara Teufel - Nativity of Our Lord, Warminster, PA
   -  Owen Bonner - St. Bernadette - Drexel Hill, PA

Additional essays submitted by students from:
   -  Our Lady of Calvary, Philadelphia, PA
   -  Presentation BVM, Cheltenham, PA
   -  St. Michael the Archangel, Levittown, PA
   -  St. Thomas the Apostle, Glen Mills, PA
   -  Visitation BVM, Norristown, PA

Special thanks to the 2015 May Procession Committee for all their time and efforts.

Organist: John A. Romeri
Cantor: Marcelle McGuirk
Music Reprinted under the following: GIA/OneLicense.net License Number A-0716682; OCP/LicenSingOnline.org License Number U16794 and World 
Library Publications License Number ALD0211091. All Rights Reserved.  Used with Permission. 

Essay Two         “Why My Family Calls Upon Mary”      Patricia A. Cunningham
My age is 63 and the Blessed Mother is my friend, companion and Heavenly Mother.  She has helped me 
through every day of my life both as a child and an adult.  Since grade school at St. Laurence in Upper 
Darby with IHM Sisters, I have had a great love and dedication to Our Blessed Mother.  In eighth grade, 
every Monday in May, a girl was chosen in our class to bring a crown of flowers in and have the privilege of 
crowning Mary with beautiful flowers.  Because of the size of our classes, I never got picked.  My sincere hope 
when I leave this earth, is to have the awesome opportunity to crown Our Lady in Heaven.  I want to bring my 
beautiful granddaughter who is 11 to this May Processsion so she will get the chance to see how lovely Our 
Lady’s Devotion can be as part of your every day life.



Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul
Archdiocese of Philadelphia

Welcome to the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul. The cathedral church is the principal 
church of a diocese, because it is here that the bishop as the local ordinary of the diocese has a 
throne (chair), called the cathedra.
On the twenty-seventh of September 1976, Pope Paul VI raised our Cathedral to the dignity and 
honor of a Basilica. The Holy Father on certain occasions expresses his grateful appreciation in 
this way to the faithful for outstanding Catholic action rendered to the Church and the people of 
God. This great honor was bestowed on the Archdiocese of Philadelphia after it hosted the 41st 
International Eucharistic Congress.
Francis Patrick Kenrick, then Bishop of Philadelphia initiated the building of the Basilica in 1846. 
It was continued through the tenure of Saint John Neumann and completed in 1864, by Bishop 
(later Archbishop) Wood.
The facade of the Basilica is graced by four massive stone columns. The four statues in the niches 
are: the Sacred Heart, to whom the Archdiocese was consecrated on October 15, 1873; Mary, the 
Immaculate Conception, proclaimed patroness of the United States in 1854, and Saints Peter and 
Paul, patrons of the Basilica.
The interior of the Basilica is of Roman-Corinthian style and cross-shaped in form. When the 
walls were first raised during the “know-nothing” era there were no original side windows 
because of the danger of destruction. Natural light, therefore, is admitted through the windows 
close to the ceiling.
The underside of the baldachino, over the main Altar, is marble mosaic with its central figure a 
dove, the symbol of the Holy Spirit. The interior of the dome reveals a striking painting of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin.
The Sanctuary stained glass windows contribute both beauty and light. The center window, de-
voted to the Eucharist, depicts the sacrifice of Melchizedeck, the multiplication of the loaves and 
fishes, and the Last Supper. The window to the left portrays three events in the life of Saint Peter; 
his call by Christ, his selection as Prince of the apostles, and his crucifixion. The window to the 
right reveals three scenes from the life of Saint Paul; his conversion; his preaching to the Athe-
nians and his death by beheading.
The Basilica seats approximately 1,000 (1,500 with added temporary seats). The floor is marble 
tile set in a cross design.
The Cathedral Organ, originally built by Austin Organ Company in 1920, has been rebuilt and 
restored in 1957 and 1976. In 1987 further additions were made, including the Trumpet en 
chamade, at the top of the organ case. It total number of pipes is 4648, making it one of the largest 
in Philadelphia.
Under the main Altar is a spacious crypt containing the remains of most of our Bishops and Arch-
bishops, and of several prominent clergy of Philadelphia.
The Chapel of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament is on the north side of the Basilica. It seats 
about 500 and was dedicated on the Feast of the Maternity of Our Lady, October 11, 1955.

For further information about the Cathedral Basilica please go to www.CathedralPhila.org
For information about Cathedral Concerts, please visit www.CathedralPhilaConcerts.org



VOICES OF ASCENSION

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 | 7PM
25TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT

For Information and Tickets go to:

www.CathedralPhilaConcerts.org

Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul
18th and Benjamin Franklin Parkway

Choral Workshop with Dennis Keene
Wednesday, May 20, 2015 | 7PM-9:30PM
Wayne Presbyterian Church 
125 E. Lancaster Ave., Wayne, PA 19087
Registration information go to CathedralPhilaConcert.org
Presented with the American Guild of Organists Southeastern Pennsylvania Chapter
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Begin May 2016 with Mary
Next year’s May Procession will be Sunday, May 1, 2016 at 2PM

Mark your calendars now!
To help with next year’s May Procession contact: Mayprocession@verizon.net

Upcoming Music at the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul



MOTHER’S DAY 
CONCERT
Sunday, May 10, 2015 3PM

Dr. John A. Romeri – Conductor
Dr. Stephen Ball – Organist
Clara Gerdes – Organ Scholar
Cathedral Basilica Choir
Archdiocesan Choir
Archdiocesan Girls Choir
Archdiocesan Boys Choir

The Historic Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul
18th and Benjamin Franklin Parkway

For more information go to:

www.CathedralPhilaConcerts.org

Cathedral BasiliCa of saints Peter and Paul

Presents

Join the choirs of the Historic Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul as they 
present their 4th Annual Marian Concert. This concert, honoring the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, will feature works by prominent composers such as Howells, Bruckner, Bach, 
Tallis, Gounod, and Lotti.

This concert is a free-will offering concert
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Join the choirs of the Historic Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul as they present 
a special Marian Concert. This concert, honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary, is a wonderful 
way to celebrate Mother’s Day! Enjoy beautiful music inspired by our Bless Mother, works 
by prominent composers such as Howells, Bruckner, Bach, Tallis, Gounod and Lotti. 


