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As a vibrant Roman Catholic community  
in Center City, the Cathedral Parish Serves  
all those who come to the Mother Church  
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our Catholic Faith, minister to others  

and welcome all, as founded on the Word  
of God and the celebration of the Sacraments  

of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
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The Cathedral Shop is open 

Wed. 10:30 AM - 2:00 PM / Sat. 11:00 AM - 5:15 PM 
Sun. 10:30 AM - 6:30 PM / 215-665-9032 

Parish Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM  
1723 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 • 215-561-1313  

 www.cathedralphila.org • info@cathedralphila.org 
Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel  https://www.saintkatharinedrexelshrine.com/  

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday:   5:15 PM Anticipated Mass on Saturday 
  8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM in Basilica 
      12:30 PM Spanish in Cathedral Chapel 
           Sta. Misa en español, en la Capilla 
  6:30 PM in Basilica 
 

Weekdays:  7:15 AM, 12:05 PM in Cathedral Chapel 
 

Saturdays:  12:05 PM in Cathedral Chapel 
 

Holy Days:  See website 

 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE SCHEDULE 

 

Sunday:    9:00 AM and 5:30 PM in Basilica 
  12:00 PM (español) en la Capilla 
 

Weekdays:  11:30 AM in Basilica 
 

Saturday:    4:15  PM in Basilica 
 

Please contact the Parish Office to arrange for the: 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE, 
SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK, 

AND HOLY COMMUNION OF THE SICK  
AND HOMEBOUND 

Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter & Paul 
@CathedralPhila 

October 18, 2020 

 

http://cathedralphila.org/
mailto:info@cathedralphila.org
https://www.saintkatharinedrexelshrine.com/
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Mass Intentions  
for the week

 
 
 

Oct. 17, Saturday 
 St. Ignatius of Antioch 
12:05 Marianne Costello 
  5:15 Robert Morgan, Sr. 
 

Oct. 18  Twenty-Ninth Sunday in                        
              Ordinary Time 
  8:00 For the People of the Parish  
  9:30 Dennis Weiman 
11:00 Michael J. Bannon 
12:30  Juan Herrera 
  6:30 Quici, Galipo, Greco 
 Family  
 

Oct. 19, Monday 
  Saints John de Brébeuf & 
  Isaac Jogues 

  7:15  Jeffery Andrew Mikeska 
12:05  Ramon Serrano 
 

Oct. 20, Tuesday, Weekday 
  Saint Paul of the Cross 
  7:15  Claire Hwang 
12:05  John Duffy 
  

Oct. 21, Wednesday, Weekday 
  7:15  Steve Jun 
12:05  Intentions of Melissa,      
               Eleena & Ryan Thomas 

 

 

Oct. 22, Thursday, Weekday 
 Saint John Paul II 

  7:15 Kathryn Magerr 
12:05 Dominic Miraglia 

 

Oct. 23, Friday,  Weekday 
  Saint John of Capistrano 
  7:15 Georgio Kim 
12:05 George Schmidt 

 

Oct. 24, Saturday 
 St. Anthony Mary Claret 
12:05 Elisa Ionata 
  5:15 Richard Leyere 
 

Oct. 25  Thirtieth Sunday in                        
              Ordinary Time 
  8:00 For the People of the Parish  
  9:30 Quici, Galipo, Grecco 
 Family  
11:00 Msgr. James Howard 
12:30  Silda de Rodríguez 
  6:30 Irene Lux 

       Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, October 18, 2020  

 

          “Shine like lights in the world 
as you hold on to the word of life.”  PHIL 2:15D; 16A 

R. Alleluia, alleluia 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
 This is the Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time. “Then repay to Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God (Matthew 22: 21).”  This 
is an often quoted line from this Sunday’s Gospel.  Its meaning seems rather clear 
but at times can be difficult to apply, especially today.  Yes, as Christians, we are 
bound to civil authority as it exercises its proper role in regulating the common 
good among us.  However, as Christians, we acknowledge a higher authority,                
Almighty God, who has revealed to us the way to salvation in his Son, Jesus Christ.  
When it comes to living out the Gospel, especially with its moral demands for 
Christians, God comes first.  Social and cultural pressures—even among family 
members and friends—frequently places Caesar and God at odds.  This is all the 
more the reason we need constantly to form and inform ourselves as Christians  
according to the Word of God and the teachings of Christ rooted in his Church.  In 
this way, we can properly negotiate such pressures and be faithful to the Lord in our 
choices and way of life.  As Christians we also need to promote the legal protection 
of religious liberty in our land so that we can freely—with due regard for civil               
authority—keep the Commandments.  Let us support one another with our prayer 
and example in all ways and in all things give “to God what belongs to God.” 
 

The presence of the sacred remains of Saint Katharine Drexel in our                  
Cathedral Basilica continues to bring many blessings, especially to the pilgrims 
who visit her tomb with their prayers.  At the tomb of Saint Katharine Drexel there 
are envelopes for our parishioners and visitors to list their intentions and make a 
donation to the Shrine.  These intentions are especially remembered every Thursday 
in our perpetual Novena to Saint Katharine Drexel following the 7:15 AM and 
12:05 PM Masses in the Cathedral Chapel.  I am also grateful for the offerings that 
accompany these prayer requests. They contribute to the promotion and                               
development of the Shrine.  I invite our parishioners to remember all those requests 
made at the Tomb of our Philadelphia Saint in their prayers as well, especially at 
Mass.  Learn more about Saint Katharine Drexel at https://
www.saintkatharinedrexelshrine.com/.   Saint Katharine Drexel, pray for us!  
 
 Today is Monsignor Louis D’Addezio’s 87th birthday!!!  We are blessed to 
have him among us as our resident retired priest.  He is generous in serving the                        
Cathedral Parish with the celebration of Holy Mass and hearing Confessions.  We 
thank God for his long and healthy life as well as for his vocation to the Holy 
Priesthood.  Monsignor, Happy Birthday to you!  Count on our love and prayers! 
 
 I remind you that October is Respect Life Month and the Month of the Holy 
Rosary.  When you pray the Rosary during these days, please remember the                      
intention of respect for human life from the first moment of conception until natural 
death. 
  

Next Sunday, the second collection will be directed to the Cathedral                     
Rectory maintenance.  You can mail your Sunday offerings to the Cathedral Parish 
Office or make use of the many ways to give electronically.  Please see http://
cathedralphila.org/donate/.  Thank you so very much for your goodness and                       
generosity to the Cathedral Parish, especially with your contribution to the Parish 
Fall Collection. 
 
God bless you,  
Father Dennis Gill,  
Rector 

https://www.saintkatharinedrexelshrine.com/
https://www.saintkatharinedrexelshrine.com/
http://cathedralphila.org/donate/
http://cathedralphila.org/donate/
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PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

The Financial Support of the Cathedral Parish is the duty of 
our parishioners. Here at the Cathedral Parish we are    
greatly supported as well by our many visitors.  
 
The offertory collection for Sunday 10/11/2020 was : 
First Collection: $3, 286.00 
Second Collection: $1,268.00   
 
 

Thank you very much for your generous financial support! 

CATECHETICAL SESSION                

FOR ADULTS  

-Adult faith formation- 

 Revelation and Tradition  

The Holy Bible:  

The New Testament  
 

         Thursday, October 22 2020, 7:00 PM 

               Meeting in the Neumann Room 
The weekly catechetical session is primarily for the adults 
among us who are preparing to receive the Easter  
Sacraments.  However, anyone interested in the topic for 
better understanding and faith formation is most welcome 
to attend.  Anyone, especially our parishioners, seeking 
more information on the reception of the Sacraments or 
assisting as a sponsor, please call the    Parish Office,                 
215-561-1313 or email Edward Specht at  
cathedralreligiouseducation@gmail.com  

What’s Happening at the Parish 

Outside the Liturgical Schedule 
 

Oct. 17 Annual Archdiocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass                                
 Cathedral, 5:15 PM   
 

Oct. 18  The 10TH Anniversary of the Canonization of St.
 Camilla Battista Varani, Cathedral, 6:30 PM 
 

Oct. 21  Scripture Reflection for lawyers, NR, 8AM 
 Built Upon Rock: Finding Your Footing in a 
 Period of Great Turmoil, Cathedral, 7:00 PM 
 

Oct. 22  Catechetical Session, NR, 7 PM 
              Perpetual Novena to Saint Katharine Drexel,          
  following the 7:15 AM and 12:05 PM Masses.  
 Updates: Christian Initiation for Adults and                       
 Children, via Zoom, 7:00 PM 

All Souls Memorial Candle  
Six day candles are available now and all  
throughout  the month of November as we 
join with the Church and pray for the Holy 

Souls in Purgatory. You are invited to remember especially 
your beloved deceased with an All  Souls Memorial Candle.  
These candles burn at the All Souls Altar on the Race Street 
side of the Basilica, starting Nov. 2,  and remind us of our 
prayers for those who have died. 
 

A fifteen dollar donation is requested for each candle. Your 
request for prayers for your loved one will be placed on the 
candle. You can complete the information below and place it 
with your donation in the collection basket, or drop it off at 
the office. You may also email the information and mail in a 
check to: 
Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul 
Attn: Memorial for All Souls  
1723 Race Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1204  
 
 
 

Name of the deceased:____________________________  
 

_______________________________________________  
 

_______________________________________________ 
 

 

(Please Print) This name will be placed on the candle 
 
At the request of:______________________________ 
Amount enclosed:______________________________ 
Tel.#:_________________________________________ 

Please remember these parishioners and friends of the Cathedral Parish in your prayers/ Ora por los enfermos: 

Colleen Farrell, Theresa Sherwin, Lawrence Appiott, Maybel Mathews and her family, Eric McDonald, Alfred Brown Michael 

Infanti, Dolores Hoffman, Greg Matulewicz, Mark Perry, John McKeowyn, Jr., Matthew Munafo, Joshua White, Anthony 
Evangelista, Rose Marie Bruno, Gloria Quici, Timmy Mulvenna,  and those in nursing homes or hospitals and all the sick. 
To add or remove parishioners, friends or family members to the prayer list, please send an email to:  
sr.mrparadis@archphila.org, or call Sister Mary Raphael, Parish Outreach Coordinator, at the Cathedral Parish                   
Office, 215-561-1313 Monday through Thursday.   
Por favor  envíe un email o llame a la oficina parroquial para añadir o remover los nombres de la lista de personas que 
estén enfermas. 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES  
 

Dear parishioners, we kindly ask that you use the                      
contribution envelopes that are mailed to your home. If for 
some reason you must make use of a different                 
envelope, please be sure to include on it your parish data 
base identification number (which can be found on your 
regular contribution-envelopes). Only those offerings 
which are properly labeled can be reflected in your annual 
statement declaring tax deductible contributions to the   
parish. If you have moved, or are not receiving                         
contribution envelops, or if you have any questions please 
contact the Parish Office at 215-561-1313. Thank you.  

TEXT TO GIVE IS AVAILABLE FOR THE                           
CATHEDRAL PARISH! 

 

Text at any time, especially for your                                  
Sunday Mass Offering 

 

Please text Cathedral to 215-709-9955  
and follow the link to the on-screen prompts. 

Subscribe to this exciting online platform, which can be 
streamed to your TV or mobile device, To register go to 
www.FORMED.org. Type in our parish code, 07854f.  

mailto:cathedralreligiouseducation@gmail.com
mailto:sr.mrparadis@archphila.org
https://formed.org/
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REFLEXIÓN DEL PÁRROCO 
 
 

Estimados feligreses, 
 

Este es el vigésimo noveno domingo del tiempo ordinario. “Den, 
pues, al César lo que es del César, y a Dios lo que es de Dios” (Mateo 
22:21)”. Esta es una línea que se cita a menudo del Evangelio de este             
domingo. Su significado parece bastante claro, pero a veces puede ser difícil 
de aplicar, especialmente hoy. Sí, como cristianos, estamos sujetos a la        
autoridad civil, ya que ejerce su papel adecuado en la regulación del bien 
común entre nosotros. Sin embargo, como cristianos, reconocemos una          
autoridad superior, Dios Todopoderoso, que nos ha revelado el camino de la 
salvación en su Hijo, Jesucristo. Cuando se trata de vivir el Evangelio,        
especialmente con sus demandas morales para los cristianos, Dios es lo              
primero. Las presiones sociales y culturales, incluso entre miembros de la 
familia y amigos, con frecuencia ponen en desacuerdo a César y Dios. Esta 
es tanto más la razón por la que necesitamos formarnos e informarnos              
constantemente como cristianos según la Palabra de Dios y las enseñanzas 
de Cristo arraigadas en su Iglesia. De esta manera, podemos negociar                     
adecuadamente tales presiones y ser fieles al Señor en nuestras elecciones y 
forma de vida. Como cristianos, también debemos promover la protección 
legal de la libertad religiosa en nuestra tierra para que podamos guardar        
libremente los mandamientos, con el debido respeto por la autoridad civil. 
Apoyémonos unos a otros con nuestra oración y ejemplo en todos los                      
sentidos y en todas las cosas, démos "a Dios lo que es de Dios". 
 

La presencia de los restos sagrados de Santa Katharine Drexel en 
nuestra Catedral Basílica continúa trayendo muchas bendiciones,                            
especialmente a los peregrinos que visitan su tumba con sus oraciones. En 
la tumba de Santa Katharine Drexel hay sobres para que nuestros feligreses 
y visitantes hagan una lista de sus intenciones y hagan una donación al                    
Santuario. Estas intenciones se recuerdan especialmente todos los jueves en 
nuestra Novena perpetua a Santa Katharine Drexel después de las misas de 
las 7:15 AM y las 12:05 PM en la Capilla de la Catedral. También estoy 
agradecido por las ofrendas que acompañan a estas peticiones de oración. 
Contribuyen a la promoción y desarrollo del Santuario. Invito a nuestros 
feligreses a recordar todas esas solicitudes hechas en la Tumba de nuestra 
Santa de Filadelfia en sus oraciones también, especialmente en la Misa. 
Aprenda más sobre Santa Katharine Drexel en https://
www.saintkatharinedrexelshrine.com/. Santa Katharine Drexel, ¡ruega por 
nosotros! 
 

¡¡¡Hoy es el cumpleaños número 87 de Monseñor Louis                           
D’Addezio !!! Tenemos la suerte de tenerlo entre nosotros como nuestro 
sacerdote residente jubilado. El es generoso al servir a la Parroquia de la 
Catedral con la celebración de la Santa Misa y escuchando Confesiones. 
Damos gracias a Dios por su larga y saludable vida, así como por su                    
vocación al Santo Sacerdocio. Monseñor, ¡feliz cumpleaños! ¡Cuente con 
nuestro amor y nuestras oraciones! 
 

Les recuerdo que octubre es el Mes del Respeto a la Vida y el Mes 
del Santo Rosario. Cuando recen el Rosario durante estos días, recuerden 
la intención de respeto por la vida humana desde el primer momento de la 
concepción hasta la muerte natural. 
 

El próximo domingo, la segunda colecta se dirigirá al                               
mantenimiento de la Rectoría de la Catedral. Puede enviar sus ofrendas 
dominicales a la Oficina Parroquial de la Catedral o hacer uso de las muchas 
formas de donar electrónicamente. Consulte http://cathedralphila.org/
donate/. Muchas gracias por su bondad y generosidad con la parroquia de la 
catedral, especialmente con su contribución a la colecta de otoño de la                      
parroquia. 
 

Dios te bendiga, 
Padre Dennis Gill, 
Rector 

La Misión de la Catedral Basílica 
de Santos Pedro y Pablo 

 

La Parroquia Catedral sirve a todos los que 
vienen a la Iglesia Madre de la Arquidiócesis 
de Filadelfia como una comunidad católica 
romana vibrante en el centro de la ciudad. 
Profesamos nuestra fe católica, servimos a los 
demás y damos la bienvenida a todos tal cual 
está escrito en la Palabra de Dios y la        
celebración de los Sacramentos de Nuestro 
Señor y Salvador Jesucristo. 

Adoptado por el Consejo Pastoral             
Parroquial,  Abril 5, 2016 

El Sacramento del Bautismo en Español 
Octubre  25, 2020— 1:30 PM 

 El Sacramento del Bautismo normalmente se 
celebra en español cada 3 meses, el último 
domingo del mes; Por favor hable con el  
Diácono Epifanio para inscribirse en la 
clase de preparación y para programar el 
Bautismo de su hijo/a. Si su hijo/a es         
mayor de 7 años, el proceso es diferente, 
por favor llame a la oficina parroquial para 
mayor información. El Sacramento del      
Bautismo normalmente se celebra en inglés el 
primer domingo de cada mes. Para más     
información por favor llame a la oficina    
parroquial al 215-561-1313. 

EVENTOS DE INTERES 

 

 

BOLETIN INFORMATIVO 

Oficina para Católicos Hispanos 

CLICK HERE 

http://oficinahispanacatolica.org/wp-content/

Misa Televisada en Español  
 

En UNIVISIÓN 65 - Todos los domingos a 
las 6:30 AM  

 

La Santa Misa Grabada en línea 

https://www.saintkatharinedrexelshrine.com/
https://www.saintkatharinedrexelshrine.com/
http://cathedralphila.org/donate/
http://cathedralphila.org/donate/
http://oficinahispanacatolica.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/October-Octubre-2020.pdf
http://oficinahispanacatolica.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/October-Octubre-2020.pdf
https://vimeopro.com/catholicphilly/lasantamisa
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Communion for the Sick 
 

       
 
 
 
The priests of the Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul are anx-
ious to serve the spiritual needs of their Catholic                  
brothers and sisters who live in Residences such as                   
Atria, Kennedy House, Penn Center House, Riverside 
Presbyterian, Watermark, Spring Garden Towers, and 
anyone else who may be confined to their homes.              
Therefore, if you are aware of anyone who would like a 
priest to visit and administer the Sacrament of  Penance, the 
Sacrament of the Sick, and Holy Communion, please let us 
know. There is no better way that we can emulate Jesus 
Christ than by sharing his love with all whom he places in 
our paths, especially the sick and the aged who long for his 
healing presence. 
      Please pass the above requested information on to us by 
calling the Parish Office at 215-561-1313. Be assured of 
the love, concern, and prayers of your priests at the                  
Cathedral, and in your goodness, pray for us that we may 
always be channels of Christ’s love and peace to others. 
God bless you always and in all ways. 

Gospel Reflection Gatherings 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
Ordinarily, anyone interested would be gathering on the 
last Tuesday of each month to reflect on the coming                  
Sunday Gospel. We will not be gathering at this time in the                   
Neumann Room, until January. If anyone would like to       
gather by way of their computer or phone on ZOOM, 
please email me with your response and we will try to set 
up a meeting time even for those without computers. You 
may email me at: 
 emccann@archphila.org 
 emccann@mercymidatlantic.org 
 

Please include your full name and phone number. I look  
forward to your response and interest at this time. By                
staying at home for now, you remain safe and yet we can 
be together through technology. I am sure the Gospel     
Writers would be quite proud of our efforts to reflect                
together on the coming Sunday Gospels. 
Thank you and God bless you! 
Sister Eleanor McCann, RSM 
Cathedral Parish, Pastoral Associate  

NATIONAL SHRINE OF  
ST. RITA Of CASCIA 

 
Do you find yourself mentally, 
physically, spiritually, socially, 

or emotionally burdened?  
We invite you to join the                

National Shrine of Saint Rita of 
Cascia as we continue our         
special Novena of Healing 

Masses. We offer this special 
Mass on the third Sunday of the 

month, September through 
May.  

Saint Rita, pray for us! 

INSTITUTE FOR  
CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

 
 

St. Charles Borromeo Seminary will 
begin the Institute for Christian Formation 
for all those interested in going deeper in 
their faith. The program is designed for 
practicing Catholics and offers the                   
brightest and best Catholic professors 

around to examine the essential areas of proper Christian 
life, including Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist to 
provide a fuller understanding of our dignity as Christians, 
a more conscious participation in the Sacred Liturgy, and 
appreciation for the call to live and witness to a moral life 
in interior communion with Christ. 
This is a non-credited program that meets once a week on 
Thursdays for 16 weeks spread over 2 years. Courses are 
expected to begin in January 2021. For more information 
about the topics, cost, schedule and contact information, 
please visit scs.edu/icf.  

40 DAYS FOR LIFE  
September 23-November 1st!  

Please consider praying outside of The Women's Center or 
Planned Parenthood in Philadelphia. If you have never 
prayed at an abortion clinic before and are nervous we can 
pair you with someone! The Cathedral Basilica of Sts. Peter 
and Paul is signed up on October 22nd at Planned 
Parenthood (12th and Locust, Phila Pa) from 8AM-5PM.  
For information, please contact Dr Monique Ruberu (469) 
231-9084 roobearoo@gmail.com or Pat Stanton at (267)       
718-4851.  

BEATIFICATION OF  
FATHER MICHAEL MCGIVNEY 

 

Venerable Servant of God Father Michael J. McGivney is to 
be beatified on Saturday, October 31 at the Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph in Hartford, CT.  Father  McGivney       
founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882 with Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism as the guiding principles.  
Now two million members strong, the Knights of Columbus 
serve local parishes and communities around the world.  As 
we celebrate this historic event, please join in asking 
Blessed Michael McGivney for his intercession and praying 
for his eventual canonization.  For more information, go to 
“KofC.org” and watch the video on the McGivney Miracle 
Baby.  
 

Please also consider joining the “Fr. Michael J. McGivney 
Guild” to share in the mission of making known his life and 
work, and to encourage devotion to Blessed Michael 
McGivney. If interested, please visit guild@kofc.org and 
join. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about Father 
McGivney yourself, you can go to www.fathermcgivney.org 
https://www.fathermcgivney.org/fmcgs/en/index.html or 
read Parish Priest by Douglas Brinkley and Julie Fenster. 

mailto:emccann@archphila.org
mailto:emccann@mercymidatlantic.org
scs.edu/icf
mailto:roobearoo@gmail.com
mailto:guild@kofc.org
http://www.fathermcgivney.org
https://www.fathermcgivney.org/fmcgs/en/index.html
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OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST 

Holy Hour for the Election:  

50 People, 50 States, One Hour 
 

 

Join us for an hour of prayer and adoration               
before Jesus in the Eucharist as we petition for 
grace and blessing upon our country, especially 
asking for God’s will to be  accomplished in the 
upcoming presidential election.  
 

We hope for at least 50 people to be present, one 
for each State of the United States of America, but 
more are welcome! Sunday, November 1, 2020 – 
2-3 PM at the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Pe-
ter and Paul, Philadelphia. Free parking is                 
available. Social distancing will be observed. 
Please RSVP at phillyevang.org/events. 
 
 

 View the flyer          Click here to RSVP 

FOOD DRIVE BY NDS  
(Nutritional Development Services) through  

Friday, October 23rd 
 

NDS, one of the services of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia, is holding an online Food Drive, 
their PB & J (Peanut Butter and Jelly) drive.  If 
you would like to participate, you may donate 
using this link: https://yougivegoods.com/ndspbj.   
 

NDS distributes these goods to over 50 food                 
cupboards and other organizations in the                      
Archdiocese.  This is a special food drive for NDS 
which is one of the ministries of Catholic Social 
Services which our parish supports.   
If you have questions, please email 
sr.mrparadis@archphila.org.  Thank you! 

 

LECTOR WORKSHOP 
 

Wednesday, October 28, 2020  
Saint Joseph, Downingtown, PA 

7:00 to 9:00 PM in the Main Church 
 

WORKSHOP IN SPANISH for  
LECTORS and EXTRAORDINARY               

MINISTERS OF HOLY COMUNION 
 

Saturday, November 14, 2020 
9:30 AM to Noon/12:05 PM Mass to follow 

CATHEDRAL CHAPEL 
CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF SAINTS                                     

PETER AND PAUL 
18th and Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

EVANGELIZATION NEWSLETTER 
Office for New Evangelization 

 

CLICK HERE,   
https://phillyevang.flocknote.com/note/8459407 

BUILT UPON ROCK: FINDING YOUR FOOTING IN A                  
PERIOD OF GREAT TURMOIL 

 

This year marks the 25th Anniversary of the publication of St. John 
Paul II’s Encyclical Letter entitled “The Gospel of Life” (Evangelium 
Vitae): On the Value and Inviolability of Human Life. John Paul 
II’s purpose in offering this instruction to the Church was “meant to 
be a precise and vigorous reaffirmation of the value of human life 
and its inviolability, and at the same time a pressing appeal ad-
dressed to each and every person, in the name of God: respect, pro-
tect, love and serve life, every human life! Only in this direction will 
you find justice, development, true freedom, peace and happiness!”  
  

There are many who would seek to undercut the seriousness of our 
obligation as Christian disciples to “respect, protect, love and serve 
life, every human life” in the public square. They who would cite  
other societal evils as more immediate do so with great passion and 
concern. If the value and inviolability of human life is obscured or 
forgotten at life’s very beginning, at conception, or at its ultimate end, 
no justice is possible.  
 

Over the past several months, two mottos have been sounding louder 
and louder throughout our nation – “No Justice, No Peace” and 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” The second is 
attributed to the Civil Rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. and rings 
especially true in every heart. If the roots of the tree are rotted, the tree 
will not stand for long.  
 

St. Augustine in his treatise, The City of God, seeks to answer the 
claim that the presence of the Christians in Rome led to its decay and 
destruction. Throughout his work, Augustine makes abundantly clear 
that the rot at the roots of Roman society was not the Christian Faith 
but a loss of moral compass. Avarice and luxury had corrupted the 
hearts of many in the Empire and at its center was the disordered hu-
man heart. “The peace of all things is the tranquility of order.” Peace 
in the family begins with a proper ordering of children to Father and 
Mother and they to God. He is the Rock upon which is built that peace 
the world cannot give. 
 

As Christians, this is a belief we cannot shrink from if we are to be 
men and women of integrity. It flows well beyond our religious prac-
tice into the public square. As Christians, we cannot make a hard and 
fast distinction between our life of faith and our public life. As Peter 
quipped to the Chief Priest and the Elders following the resurrection 
and their order to suppress the truth of his claims that Jesus was alive:  

“Whether it is right in the sight of God for us to 
obey you rather than God, you be the judges. It is 
impossible for us not to speak about what we have 
seen and heard.”   

 

This Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at 7:00PM in the Cathedral                 
Basilica, we will welcome Christine F lowers, a local Immigration 
Attorney and columnist for an evening lecture considering how exact-
ly these convictions take shape in our dealings in the public sphere. 
How does our Catholic faith secure us against the many ideologies that 
compete for our allegiance? What are the non-negotiables that we can 
cling to in a world where everything seems to be negotiable? How do 
we approach the election authentically as Catholics when life issues 
and social justice issues seem to be pitted against one another?   
Please join us, as together we seek to follow Christ authentically and 
faithfully during these difficult times. 
 
For full details and to register, visit: http://cathedralphila.org/lecture/ 
 
     Fr. Matthew Biedrzycki 
 

———————————————————————————————————— 
1 Evangelium Vitae, 5 
2 City of God, Book XIX, 13 

 

“The ultimate test of your greatness is the way 
you treat every human being.”-  

St. John Paul II  

http://www.phillyevang.org/events/
http://www.phillyevang.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Holy-Hour-for-Election-flyer-sm.pdf
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https://yougivegoods.com/ndspbj
mailto:sr.mrparadis@archphila.org
https://phillyevang.flocknote.com/note/8459407
http://cathedralphila.org/lecture/

