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Dec. 15,  Saturday, Advent Weekday 

12:05 Andres Castellanos 

5:15 Michael Bygott 
 

Dec. 16, Third Sunday of Advent   
8:00 For the People of the Parish 

9:30 Walter Wolf 

11:00 Carmela & Anthony Cardona 

12:30 Intencion de Luis E. Tellado 

6:30  Pro Populo-For the People 
 

Dec. 17,   Monday, Late Advent Weekday 

7:15 Connie Marcucci 

12:05 William F. McWilliams 
 

Dec. 18,  Tuesday, Late Advent Weekday 

7:15 Miroslaw Kozlowski & Family 

12:05 William McWilliams 
 

Dec. 19,  Wednesday,  

 Late Advent Weekday 

7:15 Timothy Navin 

12:05 Davis Best  

  

Dec. 20,  Thursday, Late Advent Weekday 
7:15 Juan Chico 

12:05 Johnny Best 
 

Dec. 21,  Friday, Late Advent Weekday, 

 St. Peter Canisius, Priest & 

 Doctor of the Church 

7:15 Living & Deceased Members  

 of the League of the Sacred Heart 

12:05 Vincent F. Garrity 
 

Dec. 22,  Saturday, Late Advent Weekday 

12:05 Philomena Stendardo 

5:15 Peg, Gene, & Maureen Janda 
 

Dec. 23, Fourth Sunday of Advent   

8:00 For the People of the Parish 

9:30 Edward M. & Wanda Bogucki 
11:00 John & Leona Sutton 

12:30 Sebastian Rodriguez 

6:30  Pro Populo-For the People 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Sunday, December 16, 2018  
 

 “Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad and 

exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!” Zeph 3:14 

“Gaudete! (Rejoice!) in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice” 

Phil 4:4  

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

      Today is the Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday!  This Sunday 

invites us to rejoice in the nearness of the celebration of the Lord’s birth.   

In fact, the familiar name for this Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, comes from the 

first word of the Latin for the entrance chant which is “Rejoice” in English.  

We rejoice for many reasons, old and new.  The rejoicing refers the end of 

the long night of darkness for the people of old who waited for generations 

for the promise of the Savior to be fulfilled.  It also refers to our rejoicing 

that Christ was born in history and came among us as one like us in all 

things but sin.  And more immediately, this rejoicing is personal.  Soon the 

Infant Savior will be born among us anew.  With a devout Advent well  

observed, we are ready to receive the Lord at Christmas, in our hearts, in 

the Church, and in the world.  As quickly and sincerely as we rejoice this 

Sunday, we must be reminded it is still Advent.  There are still many days 

remaining to prepare for Christmas; there is yet one more Sunday of this 

holy time. 
 

      This Monday, December 17, marks a distinct period in Advent.  Since 

the First Sunday of Advent, the prayers and readings of the Sacred Liturgy 

guided us to recall the coming of Christ in a more general way—at the end 

of time and in our lives.  With the 17th each year, Advent takes a turn and 

recalls in a specific way the historic coming of Christ with his birth in  

Bethlehem.  These days are intended to keep our focus more directly on the 

great event of the Nativity.  I suggest that you observe this special days in a 

few different ways.  Perhaps, you could go on-line and meditatively read 

the Gospel for each of these days, come to daily Mass, pray with Mary her 

Holy Rosary reflecting on the Joyful Mysteries and/or spend some time in 

the Cathedral before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.  These days more 

so than the first part of Advent invite Christians to a devout and joyful  

anticipation of Christmas.  Certainly, a good Advent Confession is a fine 

way to keep these days of late Advent. 
 

      Last Sunday, we held the elections for two of the positions on our  
Parish Pastoral Council. Michael Clymer was elected to represent the 

young adults and Sarah Contrucci was elected to represent the single 

adults in our Parish Community.  Congratulations Michael and Sarah!  The 

complete roster of the membership of the Parish Pastoral Council can be 

found on the Parish website.  The Parish Pastoral Council meets several 

times a year to provide me with input and guidance as the Rector and Pastor 

of the Cathedral Parish. 
 

      The second collection at Mass next Sunday will be for expenses  

associated with the Religious Education Programs in the Cathedral Parish. 
Thank you so very much for all of your goodness and generosity to the  

Cathedral Parish in so many ways, especially to the Annual Fall Collection. 
 

God bless you,  

Father Dennis Gill 
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Please remember these parishioners and friends of the Cathedral Parish in your prayers/ Ora por los enfermos: 

Beverly Martin, Evan C. Farrington, Darcel Burney, Sergia Hernandez, Marcia Clark, Fruma Ludwig, John Cantwell, Jr., 

Jeffrey Press, Daniel Kilpatrick, Carol Snipes, Eileen & Herbert Luscomb, Teresa Mirabelli, Megan Marie Douthwright, 
Janice Holshin, Rose Rippe, Russell Heim, Karen Spadaccini, Pearl Hammond, Sam O’Connor, Mary W., James Pinto, Mary 

Frances McElhare, Joan Decker, George Gunning, April DeMatto, Laura Kerr, Cris Burbage, Robin Abate, Bryan Anderson, 

Glen Jackanis, Susan Silverstein, Joshua White, Susan Kirk, Doreen Quinn, John Zelez, Charlotte McLaughlin, Philip 
Costantini, David Shea, Christopher & Stephanie Tama, Marilyn Mullen, Carolyn Jacobs, Stephen Garramone, Kim 

Cantwell, Janet Campellone, Nancy Rice, Frank Byrne, Gerald Leo, Eileen Swartz, Dan Moyer, Rose Johnston, William 

Zawacki, Carla McCollaum, David Hernandez, Edward Panek, Irene McCarthy, Paige Bednarsky, and those in nursing 
homes or hospitals and all the sick.. Please call the Parish Office with the name of anyone who is sick, to be included in our 

prayer list. Por favor llamar a la oficina parroquial para añadir a la lista los nombres de personas que estén enfermas. 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
 

 

The Financial Support of the Cathedral Parish is the duty of 

our parishioners. Here at the Cathedral Parish we are greatly 

supported as well by our many visitors.  Offertory collection 

for  12/09/2018 will be posted on a future edition of the par-

ish bulletin. Thank you very much for your generous  

financial support to the Cathedral Parish . 

 

December 20, 2018, 7-8:30 PM, Neumann Room 
 

 

The weekly catechetical session is primarily for the adults 

among us who are preparing to receive the Easter  

Sacraments.  However, anyone interested in the topic for 

better understanding and faith formation is most welcome to 

attend.  Anyone, especially our parishioners, seeking more 

information on the reception of the Sacraments or assisting 

as a sponsor, visit our Religious Education website, 

www.cathedralre.org/. For additional questions contact  

Patty Smith at patty.smith@CathedralRE.org or at  

267.250.0074  (text messages acceptable).  

Christmas Crèche Exhibit From Around the World 
 

Fine Ar† & Folk Ar† 

†he Chris†mas Crèche 
 

St. Charles Seminary 
Ryan Memorial Library 

 

On display until Jan. 25, 2019  
 

All are welcome! No fee 
 

100 East Wynnewood Rd, Wynnewood, PA 19096  
(610)667-3394 

Readings for Mass for this Week 
 

Please see the website of the United States Conference  

of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org/bible/readings 

Gospel Reflection Gatherings 

 

When: Tuesday, Dec. 18th, 11:00 AM 

Where: Neumann Room 

What: Reflection on the Gospel of St. 

Luke 1:39 – 45       All are welcome! 

Communion for the Sick 
 

      The priests of the Cathedral of SS. 
Peter and Paul are anxious to serve the 

spiritual needs of their Catholic brothers and sisters who 

live in Residences such as  Atria, Kennedy House, Penn 

Center House, Riverside Presbyterian, Watermark, 

Spring Garden Towers, and anyone else who may be 

confined to their homes . Therefore, if you are aware of 

anyone who would like a priest to visit and administer the 

Sacrament of  Penance, the Sacrament of the Sick, and Holy 

Communion, please let us know. There is no better way that 

we can emulate Jesus Christ than by sharing his love with 

all whom he places in our paths, especially the sick and the 

aged who long for his healing presence. 

      Please pass the above requested information on to us by 

calling the Parish Office at 215-561-1313. Be assured of 

the love, concern, and prayers of your priests at the Cathe-

dral, and in your goodness, pray for us that we may always 

be channels of Christ’s love and peace to others. God bless 

you always and in all ways. 

The Christmas Crèche Committee Cordially Invites You 

To the Blessing of the Nativity Scene 
 

Wed., Dec. 19, 2018, 3:00 PM outside the Cathedral 

Carols by the Students of St. Francis Xavier School. 
  

Sponsored by the AOH & the Knights of Columbus  
 

 

 
 

 

Sign up to receive most up-to-date information on our 

events please e-mail youngadults.cathedral@gmail.com 

or search for our Facebook page @youngadultscathedral  

http://www.cathedralre.org/
mailto:patty.smith@CathedralRE.org
mailto:youngadults.cathedral@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/youngadultscathedral/about/
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LA CORRESPONSABILIDAD 
 

EL SEÑOR ESTÁ CERCA   

       
      Los datos históricos indican que el nacimiento de 

nuestro Salvador no se celebraba de ninguna forma, por 

lo menos durante los primeros tres siglos de la Iglesia.  

Para los primeros cristianos la Pascua era la fiesta pri-

mordial del año eclesial. La Natividad de Nuestro Señor 

no llegó a ser parte del calendario hasta alrededor del año 

350 A.D., cuando se estableció la fecha del 25 de diciem-

bre. Hoy día, la Navidad es la fiesta más importante del 

año, aun en el calendario civil y por razones que trascien-

den mucho su verdadero significado religioso. Desde 

Charles Dickens hasta Hallmark nos han presentado una 

imagen de la Navidad perfecta. No obstante, muchas de 

las costumbres que hoy tenemos en gran estima, tales 

como la decoración del árbol, las tarjetas de felicitación y 

el intercambio de regalos, se originaron apenas hace un 

siglo. La Navidad se ha vuelto más complicada en las 

décadas recientes y muchos de nosotros nos enredamos 

tanto con decoraciones, compras, pastelerías, fiestas y 

otras reuniones familiares, que llegamos a experimentar 

un gran estrés. Hay también quienes se sienten excluidos, 

solos y deprimidos en medio de tantas festividades.  Ac-

tualmente los tiempos van cambiando y muchos católicos 

han comenzado a darle un nuevo enfoque no sólo al por-

qué celebramos la Navidad, sino a cómo la celebramos, 

de manera que haya una verdadera armonía con el signi-

ficado del nacimiento de Cristo. En la segunda lectura de 

hoy san Pablo nos asegura que “el Señor está cer-

ca” (Filipenses 4:5) y nos exhorta a dejar atrás nuestras 

inquietudes, pues Dios traerá el don de su paz a nuestro 

corazón, una paz que trans-ciende el entendimiento hu-

mano. Tal como las multitudes que rodeaban a Juan Bau-

tista en el evangelio de hoy, nosotros también podríamos 

preguntar: “Y nosotros, ¿qué tenemos que hacer?” (Lucas 

3:10). La respuesta de Juan es acertada también para 

nuestros días: Compartan con los demás, actúen con jus-

ticia y estén satisfechos con lo que tienen. Sólo entonces 

puede “Emmanuel” ser verdaderamente, y tal como su 

nombre significa, “Dios con nosotros”. 
 
 

La Corresponsabilidad  Vivida Ahora 

      Dividan a partes iguales el tiempo que emplean para 

hacer compras de Navidad y los esfuerzos para ayudar a 

los menos afortunados.  

• Compren regalos para las familias que están en el 

“árbol de los ángeles”. 

• Igualen cada regalo que hacen para un familiar o amigo 

con una contribución de la misma cantidad a una entidad 

caritativa. 

• Hagan donaciones a instituciones caritativas en nombre 

de familiares y amigos.  
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What’s Happening at the Parish 

Outside the Liturgical Schedule 
 

Dec 18 Gospel Reflection, Neumann Room, 11 AM 

 Adult Faith Sharing, Neumann Room, 2-3:30 PM 

 Epiphany Singers Concert, Basilica, 7PM 

Dec 19 Morning Scripture Reflection for lawyers, 

 Neumann Room, 8 AM 

 Blessing of the Nativity Scene,  

 Corner of 18th & Race, 3PM 

 Charismatic Prayer Group, Neumann Room, 6 PM 

Dec 20 Catechetical Session for Adults, Neumann Room,  

 7 PM 

 
 

¡HOY! Visita Pastoral 

Domingo, 16 de diciembre, 2018, 12:30 PM 
El Reverendísimo Edward M. Deliman M.Div., V.G. Obispo 

Auxiliar de Filadelfia. El será el celebrante y homilista de la 

Santa Misa en español a las 12:30 PM. Todos están invitados 

y son bienvenidos a esta Misa. Por favor, acompáñenos para 

darle al Obispo Deliman una cálida bienvenida. Nota: La ce-

lebración de la Santísima Virgen del mes de  diciembre se 
pospuso para enero. 

 

¡HOY! Hora Santa de Reparación y Petición 

Domingo 16 de diciembre, 2018, de 5:30 a 6:30 PM 

Invitamos a todos los católicos del área de Filadelfia a una noche 

de oración ante Jesús Sacramentado para implorar que derrame 

su Misericordia sobre su Iglesia en estos momentos de profunda 

crisis. Lugar: En la Basílica 
 

Concierto comunitario: Epiphany Singers 
Diciembre 18, 2018, 7:00—9:00 PM en la Basilica.  

Donacion Voluntaria. Obras de Victoria, Poulenc, James  

MacMillan, John Tavener, Paul Mealor y otros. 
 

Las Posadas 
 Del 15 al 23 de Diciembre, 7:00 PM 

El 15 y 23 de dic. se celebrarán en el Salón de la Capilla 
Para detalles de los lugares donde se celebrarán las posadas 

del 16 al 22 de diciembre, por favor hablar con el Diacono 

Epifanio o con Miriam Rodriguez después de la Misa. 
 

Misas de Navidad 

Vigilia 

Lunes, 24 de diciembre 

 

 

Misas de Vigilia 5:00 PM 
y 7:30 PM, en la Basílica,  

ambas con coro 
 

9:30 PM Misa de Gallo  
en español, en la Basílica, 

con solista y organista 
 

11:00 PM Lecturas y  

villancicos, en la Basílica 

 

(La representación  

navideña ha sido cancelada) 

Día de Navidad 

Martes, 25 de diciembre 

 

12 AM  

Misa de la medianoche 
en la Basílica, con coro 

 

8:00 AM  

con solista y organista 

 

Misas Solemnes  

10:00 AM & 12 PM  
en la Basílica,  

ambas con coro 
 

No se celebrará Misa  
en la noche 
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 MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT NEEDED 

Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter & Paul 
 

 The Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul, 18th Street 

and the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, is in need of a  

part-time Maintenance Assistant. Hours are flexible. This 

assistant is supervised by the Facilities Manager and  

principally responsible for deep cleaning, especially the 

stripping and waxing of floors.  

If you are interested, please email Father Dennis Gill,  

Rector and Pastor, at fr.dgill@archphila.org.  

More complete information about the position and salary 

will be available at the time of the initial interview.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Hour of Reparation and Petition (TODAY) 
Monthly on Sundays continuing December 16, 2018 

5:30 PM in the Cathedral Basilica, 

followed by 6:30 PM Mass 
 

All Catholics of the greater Philadelphia area are invited to 

attend a monthly holy hour of prayer before Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament to ask for His mercy upon His Church in 

this moment of profound crisis. We come to make  

reparation for our own sins and those of our bishops and 

priests. We come also in confident hope that from Christ’s 

superabounding mercy will come the purification, healing 

and restoration of holiness for which we long.  

 

First Friday Holy Hour (note time change) 
January 4, 2019, 12:35-1:30 PM in the Chapel 

Confessions 11 AM to 12 Noon, 12:05 PM Mass 

 

Holy Hour for Vocations 
Sunday, January 6, 2019 

5:30 PM in the Cathedral Basilica,  

followed by 6:30 PM Mass 
 

Sponsored by  

The Vocation Office for the Diocesan Priesthood 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

www.heedthecall.org 

 

World Day of Consecrated Life Holy Hour 
Saturday, February 2, 2019, 11:00 AM 

Followed by 12:05 PM Holy Mass 

UPCOMING HOLY HOURS 
 

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord, December 25, 
A Holy Day of Obligation 

 
 

Confessions for Christmas 
Sundays of Advent 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM and  

5:30 PM in the Basilica 

Saturdays of Advent 4:15 PM in the Basilica 

Monday through Friday, Dec. 17 through Dec. 21 

and Monday, Dec. 24 11:00 AM in the Basilica 

 

Masses for Sunday within the Octave of Christmas 
 

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

December 30, 2018 
Follows the regular Sunday Mass schedule,  

with cantor & organist 
 

Saturday, December 29, 2018 
5:15 PM Anticipated Mass, with cantor & organist 

 

Sunday, December 30, 2018 
8:00 AM Mass, 9:30 AM Mass, 11:00 AM Solemn Mass, 

12:30 PM Mass (in Spanish) and 6:30 PM Mass 

All Masses with cantor & organist 

 

Confessions  
On Saturday, December 29, beginning at 4:15 PM 

and Sunday, December 30, beginning at 9:30 AM 

and 5:30 PM in the Basilica 
 

Masses for New Year’s Day 2019 

 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, January 1 

A Holy Day of Obligation 

 

Monday, New Year’s Eve, December 31, 2018 

5:15 PM Vigil Mass in the Cathedral Chapel 

With cantor & organist 
 

Tuesday, New Year’s Day, January 1, 2019 
12:00 Midnight, Solemn Mass in the Cathedral Chapel 

8:00 AM Mass, 10:00 AM Mass,  

and 12:00 Noon Solemn Mass in the Basilica. 

All Masses with cantor & organist 
 

There is no evening Mass 

Monday, Christmas Eve, 

December 24, 2018 

 

Vigil Masses  
at 5:00 PM & 7:30 PM   

In the Basilica,  

both with choir 
 

9:30 PM Misa de Gallo  
In Spanish, in the Basilica, 

with cantor & organist 
 

11:00 PM Lessons  

and Carols 

 in the Basilica 

Tuesday, Christmas Day, 

December 25, 2018 

 

12 Midnight Solemn Mass 
In the Basilica, with choir 

 

8:00 AM Mass  
with cantor & organist 

 

Solemn Masses  

at 10:00 AM & 12 Noon  
In the Basilica,  

both with choir 
 

There is no evening Mass 

Masses for Christmas 2018 

mailto:fr.dgill@archphila.org
https://heedthecall.org/
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LIVING STEWARDSHIP NOW 

 
THE LORD IS NEAR 

      

      Historical records indicate that the birthday of our Sav-

ior was not celebrated at all for at least the first two centu-

ries of the church’s existence. For the early Christians, 

Easter was the primary feast in the church year. The Nativ-

ity of Our Lord did not finally enter the calendar until 

around 350 A.D., when it was settled on the date of De-

cember 25. Nowadays, Christmas is treated even in the 

civil calendar as the most important holiday in the year, 

and for reasons that have gone far beyond its true religious 

significance. Beginning with Charles Dickens and all the 

way through to Hallmark, a vision of the perfect Christmas 

has danced in our heads. Yet many treasured customs of 

today, such as the decorated tree, greeting cards, and the 

exchange of Christmas presents, originated only just over a 

century ago. Christmas has become more complicated in 

recent decades, and some of us get so tangled up in deco-

rating, shopping, baking, parties, and family gatherings 

that we experience considerable stress. Others feel left out, 

isolated, and depressed by all the jollity. Now, with chang-

ing times, many Catholics have begun to refocus not only 

on why we celebrate Christmas, but how to celebrate in 

ways that are truly in harmony with the meaning of 

Christ’s birth. In today’s second reading Saint Paul assures 

us that “The Lord is near” (Philippians 4:5) and urges us to 

stop our worrying, knowing that God will bring the gift of 

peace to our hearts, a peace beyond human understanding. 

Like the crowds surrounding John the Baptist in today’s 

Gospel, we may say, “What should we do?” (Luke 3:10). 

John’s answer holds true today: Share with others, act just-

ly, and be satisfied with what we have. Only then can 

“Emmanuel” truly be, as the name means, “God with us.” 
 

 

Living Stewardship Now 
 

Balance time spent Christmas shopping with efforts for the 

less fortunate.  

• Buy gifts for “Angel Tree” families. 

• Match each gift that you buy for family or friends with a 

contribution to a charity in the same amount. 

• Give charitable donations as gifts in the recipient’s name  
\\ 
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Tours of the Cathedral Basilica 

A guided tour of the Basilica is available 

after  the 11:00 AM Sunday Mass. Please 

gather in front of the Side Altar of the Sa-

cred Heart, which is located to the right of 

the Main Sanctuary.  

OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST 
 

 

 

 

 

Lessons & Carols Service at Old St. Joseph's Church  
Sun. Dec. 16, 3 PM. Choral and organ music will include 

works by Bach, Mathias, and Rutter. Admission is free and 

a reception will follow. All are cordially invited!  

(4th and Walnut) http://oldstjoseph.org/ 
 

 

 

Cathedral Community Concert: Epiphany Singers 

December 18, 2018 

7:00—9:00 PM in the Basilica. Free will offering 
Performing pieces by Victoria, Poulenc, James  

MacMillan, John Tavener, Paul Mealor and others. 

Epiphany singers is an auditioned ensemble consisting of 

college-aged singers. Their mission is to provide a musical 

outlet for students in the city. Focusing on community 

building, learning and musical growth, they hope to deliver 

high-lever performances of classical music to the  

community of Philadelphia.  

 

 

 

 

Midnight Mass for New Year's and the Solemnity of 

Mary, the Mother of God (Holy Day of obligation)
Tuesday, January 1, 2019, 12 Midnight 

The Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul invites you 

to celebrate the New Year and the feast of Our Lady at  

Midnight Mass. This Solemn Mass will take place in the 

Cathedral Chapel. Location: Cathedral Basilica of Saints 

Peter and Paul, Philadelphia. 

Food and drinks with the Young Adults to follow 

  

 

 

 

St. Genevieve Parish Pro-Life Lecture 

Thursday, January 10, 2019 at 7:00 PM 
The lecture will focus on the role of the laity & offer sug-

gestions on the ways we can best work to convert the cul-

ture, especially on life issues. Speaker: Marie Joseph, 

Founding Executive Director of   Legacy of Life Founda-

tion & Women’s Crisis Pregnancy Centers. Location: St. 
Genevieve Parish Church, 1225 Bethlehem Pike, 

Flourtown, PA 19031. To Learn More Contact: St. Gene-

vieve Rectory-215-836-2828 or rectory@stgensparish.com.  

 
 

 
 

If you forgot to bring your gift today, Sunday, 

December 16, please bring it to the Parish  

Office (1723 Race St.) between 8:30 AM and 

4:00 PM, no later than December 18th. This 

will allow for the distribution of the gifts for 

Christmas.  Thank you for your generosity to 

the many men, women and children who will 

benefit from your kindness this Christmas. Please don’t 

leave the presents under the tree. 

Advent Giving Tree 

http://oldstjoseph.org/
mailto:rectory@stgensparish.com

