
Father Matthew Windle has been a priest for a little more than a year, 
serving at St. Maximillian Kolbe Parish in West Chester. In his words, 
he “loves it.”  What he loves especially is the humbling connection 
with God he has found in hearing confessions and seeing God at 
work in the lives of his parishioners. It is a depth of connection he says 
he has never felt before.

That he became a priest at all is itself a minor miracle. He resisted 
God’s call for about 20 years. Like a lot of boys in Catholic grade 
schools, young Matthew was attracted to the idea of becoming  
a priest. Throughout high school the idea would continue to intrude 
on his thoughts, but Matthew suppressed it. He graduated from high 
school, got a job at a bank and began attending college at night. He 
saw his future clearly: work, promotions, marriage and a family.

God, it turned out, had other plans. In the middle of a successful 
career at Vanguard, the call to the priesthood became impossible to 
ignore. The more seriously he considered the possibility, the more 
he felt a sense of joy and excitement.  He spoke to Fr. Chris Rogers, 
the Vocations Director at Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary, but still 
wasn’t sure. Fr. Rogers connected him to Fr. John Nordeman, who 
became a friend and spiritual advisor. Still, it took another five years 
for him to enter Saint Charles.  

Once that decision was made, Fr. Windle speaks of experiencing 
“a peace I’ve never felt before.” The thought of being a priest truly 
excited him. But he was still unsure about what it would be like to 
actually be a priest in a parish. So, the year before he was to be 
ordained a Deacon, he asked for and received permission to spend 
a year in a parish, helping administratively, shadowing a priest and 
getting a feel for the life. That learning experience made all the 
difference.

The patience, encouragement and flexibility that Saint Charles 
Borromeo Seminary showed toward Fr. Windle enabled him to 
become the priest he is today. Some vocations are clear calls from 
God. Some start out as whispers. Having a seminary like Saint Charles 
allows every young man to hear and answer his call in his own time. 
It is important that it be there when he is ready. Our magnificent 
seminary depends on the generosity of people like you to help make 
priests like Father Windle possible.

“ HAVING A SEMINARY LIKE SAINT CHARLES ALLOWS EVERY YOUNG 
MAN TO HEAR AND ANSWER HIS CALL IN HIS OWN TIME.”
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A Winding Road 
to Fulfillment

You may contribute to St. Charles Seminary Appeal 
in many ways:

• Pledge Gift

• One Time Gift

• Credit Card Gifts

• Matching Gifts

•  Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT)

• Gifts of Securities

• Planned Gifts

• Tribute Gifts

WAYS TO GIVE

www.stcharlesseminaryappeal.org

For Today. 
For Tomorrow.

2017-2018
For all of us.

SAINT CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY
CL# 5315  |  P.O. BOX 95000-5315
Philadelphia, PA 19195-5315

For more information, please visit our website  
at www.stcharlesseminaryappeal.org or call  
Sarah Hanley, Senior Director of Strategic 
Partnerships, at: 215-587-5650.

All gifts to the 2017-2018 Annual Seminary 
Appeal are tax deductible. Consult with your tax 
advisor on the tax treatment of all gifts, as they 
may vary from individual to individual.



If you haven't yet seen them around, you will eventually!

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia is pleased to welcome five

Sisters of Life who have recently moved to the convent at

St. Malachy's parish in Philadelphia. Much more information is

coming soon about the sisters' mission in Philadelphia. For now,

we are pleased to introduce them and give them a heartfelt

welcome. To get updates about how you can help the sisters and

assist them in their mission, which serves the dignity of human life

from conception to natural death sign up for the Office for the New

Evangelization’s Marriage and Family email list by visiting

http://www.phillyevang.org/.

♦ National Suicide hotline: 1-800-273-8255.

♦ Domestic Abuse hotline: 1-866-723-3014 (local), 1-800-799-7233 (national).

♦ Abortion pill reversal: Dr. Monique Ruberu, MD, OB-GYN in Philadelphia at 469-231-9084. Talk with a

Nurse now -National Hotline 1-877-558-0333 https://www.abortionpillreversal.com/.

♦ Pro Life Union of Greater Philadelphia: 24/7 local pregnancy hotline, call or text 610-626-4006

meeting the needs of callers with emotional help, guidance and referrals to pregnancy centers and medical

resources. They encounter mothers who are considering abortion, through the hotline and also while

sidewalk counseling at abortion facilities. Guiding Star maternity home offers housing, referrals, and support

to pregnant women and their children www.prolifeunion.org.

♦ Community Women’s Center (Pregnancy Resource Center): 267-239-0753. Services: help with food,

baby clothing and other items, housing (before birth and up to three years after), free ultrasound, free

pregnancy tests. Aid is customized to each individual. Located at 12th & Locust, 1202 Locust St. 3rd Floor,

Philadelphia, PA, 19107.

♦ 40 Days For Life Coordinators: Dr. Monique (469-231-9084) and Pat Stanton (267-718-4851).

♦ Local Catholic Social Services helpline (mainly for financial issues): 267-331-2490.

Welcome, Sr. Grace Dominic, Sr. Anastacia Chiara Luce, Sr. Angelina Marie, 

Sr. Mercy Marie, and Sr. Monica Faustina! 

(The Philadelphia Sisters of Life participated in the WINE Conference on October 21 - photo above)

http://www.phillyevang.org/ 
https://www.abortionpillreversal.com/
http://www.prolifeunion.org/
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